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Prof. Manish R. Joshi (Ministry of Education, Govt. of India)
Secretary
D O No. 2-17/2025(CPP-I1)(C.162595) 23 553, 1947/ 13" June, 2025
el AR,
Subject: Establishing Animal Welfare Societies in Higher i ituti —reg.

The Ministry of Education vide letter number 16-1/2022-U1A dated 7" May 2025 has issued a
communication regarding the establishment of Animal Welfare Societies in Higher Education
Institutions.

1. Under NEP 2020 one of the fundamental principles that will guide both the education system at
large, as well as the individual institutions include ethics and human & Constitutional values like
empathy, respect for others, cleanliness, courtesy, democratic spirit, spirit of service, respect for
public property, scientific temper, liberty, responsibility, pluralism, equality, and justice. National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020 recognizes the importance of social, emotional, and ethical learning
as essential components of holistic education. It stresses that educational institutions should
actively nurture values like empathy, compassion, cooperation, and a strong sense of responsibility
among students.

2. NEP 2020 inter-alia endorses the value-based education including development of humanistic,
ethical, Constitutional, and universal human values of truth (satya), righteous conduct (dharma),
peace (shanti), love (prem), nonviolence (ahimsa), scientific temper, citizenship values, and also
life-skills; lessons in seva/service and participation in community service programmes will be
considered an integral part of a holistic education.

3. The Policy also emphasise that students are the prime stakeholders in the education system
and vibrant campus life is essential for high-quality teaching-learning processes. Towards this end,
students will be given plenty of opportunities for participation in sports, culture/arts clubs, eco-clubs,
activity clubs, community service projects, etc.

4. In addition, it is relevant to be noted that Article 51A(g) of the Indian Constitution calls upon
citizens to show compassion towards all living beings.

5. Animal welfare is an integral part of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly
SDG 12 (Responsible Consumption), SDG 13 (Climate Action), SDG 15 (Life on Land), and SDG
3 (Good Health and Well-being).

6. In alignment with this vision, Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) may consider establishment of
Animal Welfare Societies (AWS) in their institutions for protection and welfare of animals. Engaging
young minds in animal welfare initiatives can significantly foster their personal growth, enhance
their academic development, and contribute to their holistic education.
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7. An indicative list of activities that can be carried out by the AWSs are as under:
Awareness and Education:

Lectures, workshops, and film screenings on animal pi ion laws, envir ethics,
diseases, and best practices in animal care.

Campus-Based Initiatives:
Creation of safe animal feeding areas, first-aid response teams for animals in distress, and

with local inary itals or shelters.

Legal and Policy Literacy:
Study circles, legal aid camps, and public interest onil tation of the Pi ion of
Cruelty to Animals Act and other applicable laws.

Sustainability Projects:
Promotion of campaigns against plastic use and animal exploitation on campus.

Community Outreach:
Conducting sensitisation workshops in institutions and neighbourhoods, especially in areas with
frequent human-animal conflict. Innovation can be encouraged in this area.

and Field
Facilitate internships with district Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCAs), local
veterinary i forest or isati i in rescue and disaster
management.
F ps or C Projects:
Encourage final-year projects and di { on ir isciplinary themes such as animal

protection law, zoonotic diseases, ethical consumerism, and urban wildlife ecology

In the light of the above, all Higher Education Institutions are requested to take appropriate action
for setting up of Animal Welfare Societies on their campuses.
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